
 
 

October 14, 2022 

 

Chair Andrew Klein 

Washington State Building Code Council 

1500 Jefferson St SE 

Olympia, WA 98501 

 

Chair Klein and Members of the State Building Code Council, 

 

The undersigned members of numerous faith communities across Washington State urge the State Building Code 

Council (SBCC) to continue your good work toward building electrification by passing the full package of proposed 

residential code amendments. As people of many faiths, we want to see all of Washington’s future homes exemplify 

care for our common home and align with our values of justice and sustainability.  

 

The faith community is grateful for the SBCC’s leadership in passing strong building codes for new commercial and large 

multifamily buildings earlier this year. We would like to see this commitment to community wellbeing carried forward 

to now apply to residential and small multifamily buildings. In particular, we strongly support the requirements for 

heat pump systems in new homes and stricter ventilation for gas stoves to protect indoor air quality and health.  

 

Continued dependence on polluting fossil fuels, especially fracked gas, is not faithful. Enduring existence of fracked gas 

infrastructure in buildings will increase indoor air pollution and subsequent health risks, perpetuate reliance on dirty 

fossil fuels, promote more fracking (often on Indigenous lands,) and exacerbate a changing climate that 

disproportionately impacts those already on the margins. We have a moral obligation to address historic and enduring 

inequalities caused by pollution, many of which are crystallized in our fossil fuel infrastructure, and doing so is crucial to 

achieving our vision of a just and sustainable future. 

 

Our diverse religious traditions all teach us to love our neighbors, steward the Earth, and work for justice. In response, 

we are doing all we can to shift to clean energy in our houses of worship and homes. We need you to ensure all new 

homes in Washington complement our individual dedication to environmental stewardship and propel us toward our 

state's local and state-wide climate and sustainability goals. Please vote in support of the full package of residential 

energy code proposals that are out for public comment. Together, we can create a future where no one's health or land 

is sacrificed to heat the places where we live. 

 

We call on the State Building Code Council to take swift and meaningful action by passing the proposed residential and 

small multifamily energy code. Your leadership will help us all breathe easier.  

 

Thank you, 

 

(Signatures start next page) 



Rev. AC Churchill 

Executive Director, Earth Ministry/WAIPL 

Tacoma 

 

The Rev. Dr. Marilyn Cornwell 

Episcopalian 

Mercer Island 

 

Sr. Judith Desmarais, SP 

St. Joseph Catholic Parish 

Seattle 

 

Sr. Judith George, SP 

St. Aloysius Catholic Church 

Spokane 

 

Rev. Stephen Grumm 

Maple Leaf Lutheran Church 

Bainbridge Island 

 

Rev. Amy Hitchens 

Normandy Park United Church of Christ 

Des Moines 

 

Rev. Liz Kearny 

Longview Presbyterian Church 

Longview 

 

Rev. Sandra Larson 

Evergreen Mennonite Church 

Bothell 

 

Rev. Mario Morales 

Seattle First Baptist Church 

Seattle 

 

Rev. Amanda Nicol 

Community United Methodist Church, Coeur d’Alene, ID 

Spokane 

 

Rev. Amara Oden 

Suquamish United Church of Christ 

Tacoma 

 

Sr. Sue Orlowski, SP 

St. Aloysius Catholic Church 

Spokane 

 

 

Glen Anderson 

Lutheran 

Lacey 

 

Tad Anderson 

Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church 

Seattle 

 

Shary B 

Christ Our Hope Catholic Church 

Seattle 

 

Patrick Barredo 

St. James Catholic Cathedral 

Seattle 

 

Faye Bartlett 

Garden Street United Methodist Church 

Bellingham 

 

Stephanie Bell 

Pagan 

Seatac 

 

Derek Benedict 

Agnostic 

Lynnwood 

 

Nova Berkshires 

Agnostic 

Lacey 

 

Marilynn Bernahl 

Fauntleroy Church United Church of Christ 

Seattle 

 

Frances Blair 

Christ Episcopal Church, Tacoma 

Steilacoom 

 

Tika Bordelon 

Agnostic 

Seattle 

 

Joan Bowers 

Seattle First Baptist Church 

Seattle 

 

 



Phyllis Brandt 

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church 

Gig Harbor 

 

Robert Brown 

United Church in University Place 

Fircrest 

 

Christopher Buckley 

Assumption Catholic Church 

Seattle 

 

Mac Buff 

United Churches of Olympia 

University Place 

 

Sara Cate 

Wesley United Methodist Church 

Yakima 

 

Kevin Clark 

First Christian Church of Bellingham 

Bellingham 

 

Lynn Colson 

Center for Spiritual Living, Bellingham 

Bellingham 

 

Amy Compestine 

Westminster United Church of Christ 

Spokane Valley 

 

Linda Conroy 

Stillpoint at Beckside 

Bellingham 

 

Sharon Cox 

United Methodist 

Kirkland 

 

Michelle Dangol 

Highline United Methodist Church 

Seattle 

 

Joan Davis 

University Congregational United Church of Christ 

Seattle 

 

 

Paul Dehmer 

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 

Auburn 

 

Kathleen Delozier 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Olympia 

 

Mary deVry 

Fauntleroy Church United Church of Christ 

Burien 

 

Marueen DiGiacomo 

Catholic 

Seattle 

 

Ron DiGiacomo 

Christian 

Seattle 

 

Anna Dyer 

Madrona Grace Presbyterian Church 

Seattle 

 

Linda Ellingboe 

Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church 

Seattle 

 

E Ellis 

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church 

Aberdeen 

 

Cynthia Ervin 

Bet Alef Meditative Synagogue 

Seattle 

 

Keith Ervin 

Seattle First Baptist Church and Bet Alef Meditative 

Synagogue 

Seattle 

 

Andrea Faste 

Center for Spiritual Living 

Seattle 

 

Debby Felnagle 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church by the Narrows 

Tacoma 

 



Susan Friedrich 

St. John United Lutheran Church 

Seattle 

 

Deirdre Gabbay 

Congregation Beth Shalom 

Seattle 

 

Mary Sue Galvin 

University Congregational United Church of Christ 

Seattle 

 

Marcy Golde 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 

Seattle 

 

John Goldwood 

First Presbyterian Church of Port Townsend 

Port Ludlow 

 

Nancy Hannah 

University Congregational United Church of Christ 

Seattle 

 

Rachel Haxtema 

University Congregational United Church of Christ 

Tacoma 

 

Elizabeth Heath 

Bet Alef Meditative Synagogue 

Seattle 

 

Jennifer Hiebert 

Seattle Mennonite Church 

Seattle 

 

Joe Hiss 

Emmaus Ecumenical Catholic Community 

Olympia 

 

Nancy Horman 

Woodland Park Presbyterian Church 

Kirkland 

 

Cherry Johnson 

Seattle First Baptist Church 

Seattle 

 

 

Julie Johnson 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

Bellingham 

 

Lorraine Johnson 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church 

Seattle 

 

Lucy Johnson 

Our Lady of Guadelupe Catholic Church 

Seattle 

 

Nancy Johnson 

Edmonds Unitarian Universalist Congregation 

Edmonds 

 

Dorothy Jordan 

Bellingham Friends Meeting 

Lynden 

 

Julie Kageler 

University Gathering United Methodist Church 

Seattle 

 

Melissa Kelly 

Seattle Mennonite Church 

Seattle 

 

David Ketter 

Red Cedar Zen Community 

Bellingham 

 

Marca Lagerloef 

Grace Episcopal Church 

Bainbridge Island 

 

Erik LaRue 

Christian 

Burlington 

 

Tamar Libicki 

Congregation Beth Shalom 

Seattle 

 

Karin Luvaas 

Lutheran 

Seattle 

 

 



Susie MacGregor 

Christian Mystic 

Redmond 

 

Melinda Mackey-O'Brien 

Lake Burien Presbyterian Church 

Burien 

 

Mille Magner 

Christian 

Seattle 

 

Shannon Markley 

Interfaith Community Sanctuary 

Shoreline 

 

Leslie Marshall 

Cedars Unitarian Universalist Church 

Bainbridge Island 

 

Julie Martinson 

Humanist 

Everett 

 

Krista Mathistad 

Bethel Lutheran Church, Shoreline 

Seattle 

 

Linda McCoy 

Seattle First Baptist Church 

Seattle 

 

Betty McNiel 

Agnostic 

Bellevue 

 

Lisa Mikesell 

Agnostic 

Lacey 

 

Donald Miller 

Arlington 

 

Barbara Moe 

Phinney Ridge Lutheran Church 

Seattle 

 

 

Ruth Mulligan 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 

Seattle 

 

Kate Nelson 

University Congregational United Church of Christ 

Seattle 

 

Alan Ness 

Bet Alef Meditative Synagogue 

Seattle 

 

Jeff Norman 

Aldersgate United Methodist Church 

Bellevue 

 

Kirsten Pangelinan 

Normandy Park United Church of Christ 

Normandy Park 

 

Ruth Pettis 

University Unitarian Church 

Seattle 

 

David Ramsay 

Woodland Park Presbyterian Church 

Seattle 

 

Barbara Reid 

St. John United Lutheran Church 

Seattle 

 

Elizabeth Reis 

Seattle First Baptist Church 

Seattle 

 

Vicki Robin 

Jewish 

Langley 

 

Laura Robinson 

Journey Christian Church 

Seattle 

 

Alison Roxby 

St. John United Lutheran Church 

Seattle 

 

 



Paul Sampson 

St. Patrick Catholic Church 

Seattle 

 

Bruce Shilling 

Plymouth United Church of Christ 

Seattle 

 

Kimberly Sims 

Maple Leaf Lutheran Church 

Seattle 

 

Mary Ellen Smith 

University Congregational United Church of Christ 

Seattle 

 

Amanda Snelson 

Prospect Congregational United Church of Christ 

Seattle 

 

Serena Sullivan 

Seattle First Baptist Church 

Lynnwood 

 

Clara Summers 

Vashon Friends Worship Group 

Vashon 

 

Nelda Swiggett 

Agnostic 

Seattle 

 

Janet Swihart 

Quaker 

Long Beach 

 

Mark Tanis 

Lutheran 

Anacortes 

 

Ethan Teed 

Interfaith 

Bellingham 

 

June Thomasson 

Eastside Friends Meeting 

Sultan 

 

 

Rose Thygesen 

St. David Emmanuel Episcopal Church 

Shoreline 

 

Carolyn Treadway 

South Salish Worship Group 

Lacey 

 

Arthur Ungar 

First Unitarian Church, Portland, OR 

Vancouver 

 

George Unruh 

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church 

Gig Harbor 

 

Nancy Vandenberg 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 

Snohomish 

 

Floie Vane 

Peace Lutheran Church 

Seattle 

 

Jean Waight 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 

Bellingham 

 

Richard Wesley 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 

Seattle 

 

Joanne Wright 

Seattle First Baptist Church 

Seattle 

 

Jim Young 

Emmaus Spokane 

Spokane 

 

Linda Zaugg 

Seattle First Baptist Church 

Seattle 

 

 


